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has admitted it has dropped flights from the South Coast to Heathrow because it cannot attract enough passengers to fill the planes. The
airline said its Heathrow Gatwick flights have now been discontinued, while its Gatwick-Heathrow route is expected to run for at least the
next two weeks as new passengers arrive. BA has confirmed flights from Southampton and Plymouth will be dropped but Southampton
Airport is "exploring all options" to ensure it can offer a service from the South Coast. The airline, which owns a 50 per cent stake in the
region's airport, said Southampton has become "incredibly busy" with more than one million passengers flying in the last 12 months and it
is now "no longer viable" to operate services from the city. The airline said it has significantly reduced its summer 2017 flying
programme and has "slowed the introduction of new routes" from Gatwick. In a statement, BA added: "In the summer season from April
to September, we fly to 16 destinations from Heathrow, where capacity is sold. This year we flew 2.1 million customers to those
destinations from the UK. "We do have some more capacity to sell this summer at Gatwick, so we are looking to sell capacity from
Heathrow to some of our key summer destinations. "We have reviewed our capacity at the main airports in the South East and
Southampton is incredibly busy. This is a complex process that will take some time, but we have slowed the introduction of new routes to
the airport. "Southampton is exploring all options to ensure we can offer a service from the South Coast." A spokesperson for
Southampton Airport said: "We are aware of this issue and working hard to resolve it. We are exploring all options to ensure we can
provide flights to Heathrow from Southampton Airport. "Our customers will still be able to travel from Southampton to Heathrow on our
services
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